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would attribute so stupendous and mysterious
a movement to anything but the special
interference of an Almighty Providence for a
purpose commensurate with the grandeur of the
design. Sir William Kaye has informed us that,
" Naturally disposed towards slow and cautious
movement, the East India Company were hurried
onward by an irresistible force, which made them
in spite of themselves, merchant princes and great
territorial lords."" Wonderful, indeed, was the
manner in which the road was cleared for the
advance of the Company. Decay and debility,
corruption and disease, in the body politic, were
in evidence; and nothing in the land had any
vitality and progressiveness in it save that one
little body of London merchants, which seemed
beyond the reach of intrigue or of direct assault
to injure or repress. Hard knocks and repeated
discouragement gave them new courage, new
strength, new determination.

The initial attempt of the settlers at legislative
control was wonderfully successful: it was success-
ful because it was based on the Constitution of
the British people, vnth the sanction of the Mother